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CONFIDENTIAL BRASILIA 1238 

EO 11652 GDS 
TAGS ETRD EAGR BR 

SUBJECT: CONGRESSIONAL HEARINGS ON COFFEE PRICES 

REF: STATE 33549 

WE INFORMED FOREIGN MINISTRY OF CONTENTS OF REFTEL LETTER, 

OF WHICH MINISTRY ALREADY WAS AWARE. AN OFFICIAL SAID IBC’S 

CURRENT, TENTATIVE THINKING WAS THAT IT SHOULD REFUSE THE 

INVITATION TO TESTIFY. THE OFFICIAL THOUGHT TESTIMONY 

NOW MIGHT BE PREMATURE GIVEN THE WORK SCHEDULE OF THE ICO STUDY 

GROUP. HE ALSO THOUGHT US ROASTERS AND OTHER US PRIVATE WITNESSES 

COULD MAKE THINGS VERY HARD FOR THE IBC WITNESS: "IT IS A 

NO-WIN SITUATION FOR IBC." THE OFFICIAL INDICATED, HOWEVER, 

THAT THE GOB WOULD BE WILLING TO PROVIDE WRITTEN CLARIFICATIONS 
DESIRED BY THE USG. 
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